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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Wenham Select Board  
Meeting of March 8, 2022 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Select Board (SB) was held on Tuesday March 8, 2022 at 6 pm live via Zoom.  
On February 12, 2022 Governor Baker extended the suspension of certain provisions related to public meetings including members of a public body may 
continue participating in meetings remotely through July 15, 2022.  
 
The Select Board serves as the chief executive body of the Town. The Board's duties include in part appointing the Town 
Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals & policies, preparing the town report, the annual budget, 
& presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm in 
Town Hall.  Select Board meetings are posted on the Town calendar. The Town has a three-member Board elected for three-year 
terms with one seat up for election each year. The Select Board has a representative on the Veterans Committee, Iron Rail 
Commission, Wenham Affordable Housing Trust.    
Select Board Members: Catherine Harrison (2022), Affordable Housing Trust; Gary Cheeseman (2023), Veterans Committee; 
Dianne Bucco (2024) 
 
Call to Order - With a quorum present Ms. Harrison called the meeting to order at 6 pm and identified the meeting was being recorded and those 
present: C. Harrison, Chair; G. Cheeseman, Vice Chair; D. Bucco, Clerk 
Also present: Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Officials present not participating:  Roger Smerage, Town Moderator  
 
Public Comment – There was none.   
Announcements – Additional information is on the town’s web site: www.wenhamma.gov 
• The 2022 Annual Town Meeting will be at the Buker School, School Street, Saturday, April 2, 2022 at 1:00 PM with a back-

up date of April 9, 2022 at 1:00 PM. 
• The Warrant Hearing is Monday March 28 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Reports 
• Town Administrator’s Update- Tom Younger  
o Mr. Younger thanked the Board of Assessors who met earlier and voted to release $125,000 of overlay surplus, not used for 

abatements, to the Town. This will  be available for FY23 Free Cash.  
o The Legislative Joint Committee Ways & Means will conduct a public hearing, March 15, on the FY23 state budget bill filed 

by the Governor; there is a push to increase unrestricted local government aid and additional Chapter 90 road funding.  
o The Permitting Office position is expected to be posted by the end of this week. 
• Chair’s Report - Ms. Harrison noted an ATM working group has been organized to oversee preparations the ATM. 
• Select Board Members 
o Mr. Cheeseman asked if the Board of Health had scheduled a meeting to recommend COVID-19 protocol mitigation for 

town meeting. Mr. Younger said a tentative date for this meeting is March 16.  
o Mr. Cheeseman recognized Michelle McGovern for her work on finalizing the Town Report.   
o Ms. Bucco suggested along with Town Hall staff, DPW, and Public Safety that a member of the Board of Health be included 

in the ATM working group  
 
Consent Agenda 
• Minutes: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve Select Board minutes for February 16, 2022 & February 22, 2022.  
 
New Business 
• Appointments 
Ø Candidate’s Letters of Interest 
Ø Election Workers Needed, from T. Reid, Town Clerk  
 
Mr. Younger reviewed three candidates were interviewed for the Treasurer / Collector;  Ms. Young was the strongest candidate. 
Yeimi Colon, Finance Director was present to recommend Belinda Young be appointed as Treasurer/Collector. Ms. Young has 
been working in Wenham the past few months as interim.  Ms. Young briefly spoke on her experience. 
Treasurer/Collector - The Board voted unanimously by roll call to appoint Belinda Young as Treasurer/Collector effective April 1, 2022 for 
a term to expire March 30, 2025.  
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Ms. Harrison reviewed the general job description of election workers, as posted on the town web site, noting this is an open and 
fair process. She also noted her reasons for not voting on the election worker appointments a few weeks ago was only to look 
into constituent’s concerns received just prior to the meeting and not the candidates up for appointment. 
o Election Officer – The Board voted unanimously by roll call to appoint Peter Schibli as an Election Officer effective March 9, 2022 for a 

term to expire June 30, 2022.  
 
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) - Discussion & potential vote to use funds for a new generator (Water Department)  
Mr. Younger reviewed the generator for the Water Department was in the FY23 budget to be funded with Water Capital Reserve 
funds,  but it was determined this purchase met the qualifications and was eligible for ARPA funding.  After discussions with the 
Finance & Advisory Committee, and Powers & Sullivan, it was recommended to use ARPA funding to purchase the generator.  
Purchases made with ARPA funding are approved by the Select Board and do not need Town Meeting approval.   
The Board collectively agreed and approved the purchase of the generator, and that a policy for using ARPA funding be created 
and followed.   
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve use of APRA funds not to exceed $100,000 to purchase a new generator for the Water 
Department.  
 
Old Business 
• Review Annual Town Meeting (ATM) 2022 Warrant Articles & potential vote on recommendations for each Article.  
The Board reviewed each article in the ATM warrant and when appropriate took action to recommend articles to Town Meeting, 
unless otherwise noted, and subsequently voted to sign the 2022 ATM warrant. Only the format of the warrant was altered for 
the minutes.  
Ms. Bucco asked the Essex Regional Vocational School be mentioned in Article 1. 
Mr. Younger recommended the town follow up with a robust review of the capital budget, including a 5 year plan. (Article 2). 
 

Ø WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  
WENHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 
Saturday, April 2, 2022 
Essex, ss               

 
To either of the Constables of Wenham, in said County, 
GREETINGS:  
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify the inhabitants of said Town qualified to 
vote in the Town Affairs and Elections.  The Town Meeting will take place at the Buker Elementary School located on 1 School 
Street in said Town on Saturday, the 2nd of April, 2022 at 1:00 PM.  Voters of the Town are also notified to cast their votes at the 
Annual Town Election for the election of Town Officers to be determined by official ballot from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM at the 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street, on Thursday, the seventh day of April, 2022.  
 
ARTICLE 1:     Annual Operating Budget Appropriations - Town and Schools  
To see if the Town will determine what sum of money may be necessary to defray the Town’s expenses for Fiscal Year 2023 
(FY23), the twelve month period beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2023, including expenses for the Town and Regional 
School District; make appropriations for the same and determine the source thereof. 
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: The FY23 budget appropriation in this article, as recommended by the Finance & Advisory Committee, totals $22,241,363. See 
financial exhibits contained within the Article 1 warrant for further details about departmental line item funding amounts.  If the FY23 budget outlined 
in Article 1 is accepted as recommended, total revenues from local property taxation rise by $629,114, in line with a 2.5% levy limit increase under 
Proposition 2½ with the addition of new growth and the debt exclusions approved by prior Annual Town Meetings.  This article fully funds both 
municipal and Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District operations within the Town’s levy capacity. Article 2 identifies additional use of free cash for 
one-time capital items. Assuming no changes in the Town’s overall property valuation, the tax rate is set to rise to $20.17/1000 upon the passage of 
this article, an increase of $.59 or 3.01% from FY22 final tax rate of $19.58/1000. The estimated FY23 tax rate is lower than the projected tax 
rate for FY22 ($20.49/1000) due to the rise in the Town’s overall valuation.  
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 1; Annual 
Operating Budget Appropriations - Town and Schools. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
ARTICLE 2: Use of Free Cash to Fund Fiscal Year 2023 Capital Improvement Program  
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To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash a sum or sums of money to fund the Town’s FY23 Capital Improvement 
Program, including the acquisition, equipping, and all other incidental and related costs, of Items A through P, as printed below: 

A. Public Works-roads       $85,000 
B. Public Works-garage doors       $17,000 
C. Public Works-truck       $76,326 
D. Public Works-backhoe (Lease)      $36,000 
E. Public Works-loader (Lease)       $35,000 
F. Public Works-trackless (Lease)      $31,000 
G. Police-cruiser        $47,757 
H. Police-key card        $10,500 
I. Police-parking lot fence       $10,395 
J. Fire-administrative vehicle       $45,000 
K. Fire-SCBA air tanks       $15,400 
L. Cemetery-fence        $19,000 
M. Facilities-IT network       $42,000 
N. Facilities-IT HVAC       $34,000 
O. Facilities-IT security       $15,347 
P. Facilities-Senior Center painting      $  5,400 

     TOTAL      $524,925   
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: The Town is committed to continuing our efforts to make strategic investments in our infrastructure, facilities, and equipment. To that end, 
we have developed an updated 5-Year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) that seeks to comprehensively address our needs in a way that is both 
realistic and sustainable.  The items identified in this article have been prioritized for FY23 as one-time projects as part of an annual evaluation process 
(annual leases and debt payments for capital projects are included in the operating budget in Article 1).  Using $524,925, or approximately 45.32%, of 
available certified FY22 free cash to fund annual capital needs is consistent with best practices in municipal financial planning. The full capital 
improvement program information can be found in the appendices and a more detailed summary can be found in the Finance Committee’s Report at the 
beginning of this Warrant. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 2: Use of Free Cash 
to Fund Fiscal Year 2023 Capital Improvement Program  
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority for all items 
 
ARTICLE 3:   Prior Year Bills  
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, a 
sum of money to pay any unpaid bills incurred in prior years. Or take any other action relative thereto. 
William H. Solomon Attorney at Law  $5,989.00 
Kelly & Ryan Associate, Inc.   $   866.15 
USIQ      $   189.13 
Schwab, Inc.     $     40.75 
                 TOTAL    $7,085.03 
Commentary: This article provides for payment of a prior year bill which was not submitted prior to the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 3; Prior Year Bills. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: 4/5 Majority 

* CONSENT CALENDAR FOR ARTICLES 4-7* 
ARTICLE 4:    Cemetery and Other Trust Funds 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the Cemetery and other Trust Funds received in FY 2021, as printed in Part I of the Town 
Report and on file with the Town Clerk.   Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This is a standard acceptance article required to enable expenditure of annually accruing funds from trust donations for general or restricted 
purposes as provided by the terms of the gift or trust. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 4: Cemetery and 
Other Trust Funds. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
ARTICLE 5:   Cemetery Sale of Lots Transfer  
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To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to transfer the sum of six thousand dollars, $6,000.00 from the Sale of 
Cemetery Lots - Receipts Reserved for Appropriation account to the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund for the maintenance of the 
three cemeteries in the Town of Wenham.   Or take any action relative thereto. 
Commentary: The Sale of Cemetery Lots - Receipts Reserved for Appropriation account is restricted for expenditure for certain purposes, including costs 
to maintain the cemeteries. For many years, the Town has been asked to transfer amounts from the Sale of Lots Fund into the Town General Fund to 
help towards balancing the overall budget.  This article seeks to transfer $6,000 from the Sale of Cemetery Lots - Receipts Reserved for Appropriation 
account to the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund principal. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 5: Cemetery Sale of 
Lots Transfer.  
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0  
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
ARTICLE 6: Transfer from Water Operating Budget to Water Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $35,000 from the FY23 Water Operating Budget into the Water Capital 
Reserve account.   Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: The Water Department is responsible for the maintenance of more than 28 miles of water main throughout Town.  While most of this 
infrastructure is still in relatively good condition, it was all installed 40+ years ago and will need to be incrementally replaced over time in the coming 
years.  This work will come at a significant cost, requiring a debt issuance that will be authorized by Town Meeting when the time comes.  
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 6: Transfer from 
Water Operating Budget to Water Capital Reserve Fund. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
ARTICLE 7:    Road Work – Chapter 90 Funding  
To see if the Town will vote from available funds a sum of money for work on Town Roads, subject to conditions detailed by the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation Highway Division, pursuant to MGL Chapter 30, Section 39M; Chapter 149, 
Section 44J; and Chapter 149, Section 26-27F; said work to conform to the requirements of the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation Highway Division.  Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This annual article allows the Town to expend funds for work on Town roads in anticipation of reimbursement through the state’s 
Chapter 90 program.  The actual amount of funding available to the Town will not be confirmed until the state votes to appropriate funding later in the 
calendar year, but has historically totaled approximately $150,000 and no major changes are anticipated for this coming year based on anticipated bond 
authorizations. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action to Town Meeting on Article 7: Road Work – 
Chapter 90 Funding. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
Patrick Waddell, Chair of the Community Preservation Committee was present and spoke on Article 8.  He noted the Town raised $450,611 in local 
receipts and received an 88.9% return (over $400,00). 
ARTICLE 8: CPA Reservations and Appropriations 
To see if the Town will vote to: hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee (“CPC”) for FY23; 
increase the amounts set aside in FY22 to reflect higher than forecasted FY 2021 Community Preservation Fund (“CPF”) 
revenues; appropriated from the CPF FY23 estimated annual revenues a sum of money to meet the necessary and proper 
expenses of the Community Preservation Committee for FY23; and, further, to expend or set aside, whether from CPF FY23 
estimated annual revenues or otherwise, as recommended by the CPC, sums of money for: acquisition, creation and preservation 
of open space; acquisition, creation, preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of land for recreational use; acquisition, 
preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of historic resources; acquisition, creation, preservation and support of community 
housing; and for the rehabilitation and restoration of open space or community housing acquired under the Community 
Preservation Act (“CPA”), to include the following items numbered 1 through 4, below.  Or take any other action relative 
thereto.  
Transfer from FY22 CPF actual annual revenues, and transfer from FY23 CPF estimated annual revenues and reserve the total 
sum of $255,408, for each of the three purposes of the CPA, and transfer and the sum of $595,947 to the FY23 Budgetary 
Reserve; and, further, appropriate from FY23 CPF FY22 estimated annual revenues the sum of $8,500 to the CPC. 
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Administrative Account for the necessary and proper expenses of the CPC for FY23, as follows: 
 
 

 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 8-Part 1: CPA Reservations and 
Appropriations.  
Recommendation of the Select Board : 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee: Unanimous 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
2.) Transfer from the Community Preservation Fund the total sum of $114,850 for FY23 debt service on the borrowing for the 
rehabilitation of the historic Town Hall, of which $86,136 shall come from the Historic Resources Reserves and $29,714 shall 
come from the FY22 CPA Budgetary Reserve. 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 8- Part 2: CPA Reservations and 
Appropriations. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee: Unanimous 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
  
3.) Transfer the sum of $75,000 from the FY23 CPA Budgetary Reserve for the purpose of the historic preservation and 
rehabilitation of The Community House located at 284 Bay Rd, Hamilton, Massachusetts. The funds will be used to replace the 
existing handicap ramp, install two lamp posts on the walkway, recreate the stone steps, replace the flagpole, and associated site 
work as laid out in the estimate dated February 11, 2022. The project is contingent upon Wenham Historic Commission approval. 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 8-Part 3: CPA Reservations and 
Appropriations.  
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee: Unanimous 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
  
4.) Transfer the total sum of $46,850 from the FY23 CPA Budgetary Reserve, for the purpose of the rehabilitation of the tennis 
courts at the Wenham Village Improvement Society’s Tea House on Monument Street. The rehabilitation will repair cracks, 
resurface the court, and significantly extend the life of the courts. These two tennis courts are free to use by all Wenham 
residents.   
Vote: The Board voted 2-0-1 by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 8-Part 4: CPA Reservations and 
Appropriations, with Ms. Bucco abstaining as a member of the Board of the Wenham Village Improvement Society. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 2-0-1 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee:  5-0-0 
Recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee: Unanimous 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
Commentary: In 2005, the Town adopted the Community Preservation Act, and began accumulating funds drawn from a 3% surcharge on our 
Wenham real estate taxes, with the first $100,000 of assessed value being exempt from that surcharge.  Money from this CPA fund can be used to pay 
for projects that qualify. CPA mandates that each year, the Town must set aside from its CPA income at least 10% each for open space, community 
housing, and historic preservation funds.  Operation of and initial selection of grants from the CPA funds so collected are made by an appointed 
Community Preservation Committee.  The Committee reviews eligible needs in the Town and grant applications, and its recommendation is required for 
Town Meeting to appropriate CPA funds for specific projects. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 9: Amend the Solicitor By-Law of the Town By-Laws 
To see if the Town will vote to add to the Town of Wenham’s By-Laws, Chapter 189-Police Department, Article 1, 189-9-c the 
following: 

$85,136 Historic Resources Reserve
$85,136 Open Space & Recreation Reserve
$85,136 Community Housing Reserve

$595,947 FY 2022 Budgetary Reserve

$8,500 CPC Administrative Expenses

Transfer and Reserve from CPF FY23 Annual Revenues

Appropriate from CPF FY23 Estimated Annual Revenues
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“No solicitor or canvasser, licensed or exempted from license, shall solicit or canvass at any residence, without express prior 
permission of an occupant, before 9:00 a.m. or after 8:00 p.m. where there is not a sign posted otherwise limiting solicitation or 
the hours of solicitation.”  Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This article would add a By-Law determining a schedule when solicitation may be done at a residence.  It would require Attorney General 
approval before enactment. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 9: Amend the Solicitor By-Law of the 
Town By-Laws.  
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0   
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: None required 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
Trudy Reid, Town Clerk was present and spoke on Articles 10 & 11.  
ARTICLE 10:   Amend Dog Licensing By-Law 
To see if the Town will revise the dog licensing fees as currently listed in Chapter 100-3B of the Town by laws as follows: 
The fee to license an intact male or female dog will be $20.  The fee to license a spayed female or neutered male dog will be 
$15.00; and delete 100-4 from the bylaws effective January 1, 2023;  Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This article would amend the by-law revising the dog licensing fees from $15 to $20 for an intact male or female dog; for a spayed female or 
neutered male from $10 to $15 and delete the late licensing fee.  
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 10: Amend Dog Licensing By-Law. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: 5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
ARTICLE 11:   Accept Dog Licensing Statute 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the second sentence of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 140, Section 139C which 
states: “No fee shall be charged for a license for a dog owned by a person aged 70 years or over in a city or town that accepts this 
provision.” To be inserted into Wenham By-Laws, Chapter 100-Animals 1, 100-3, C; effective January 1, 2023; 
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This article would delete requiring residents 70 and over being charged for an annual dog license upon proof of age. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 11: Accept Dog Licensing Statute. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee:  5-0-0 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
Mr. Younger explained this article clarifies the amendment to the agreement of the 2019 town meeting vote.  
ARTICLE 12:   Amend Vote and Term of the Community Preservation Act Grant Agreement with 
Harborlight Community Partners, Inc. 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the approved Article 12, CPA Appropriations, Motion 12-8, Section VI of the 2019 
Wenham Annual Town Meeting by amending the following “Harborlight Community Partners, Inc. applies and receives a 
building permit from the Wenham Inspector of Buildings within 360 days and 364 days of being issued a comprehensive permit 
by the Wenham Zoning Board of Appeals” by deleting “within 360 and 364 days” and inserting “February 1, 2022.”  
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This article would grant an extension to the development to receive a building permit from 360 and 364 days of being issued a 
comprehensive permit to February 1, 2022 by revising the original Town Meeting vote. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 12: Amend Vote and Term of the 
Community Preservation Act Grant Agreement with Harborlight Community Partners, Inc. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: None required 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
The Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed Zoning By-law March 10, 2022. 
ARTICLE 13:  Citizens Petition:  Create Zoning District for Mobile Food Vendors  
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Wenham Zoning By-Laws to add a mobile food  
vendor section and create a mobile food vendor overlay district, as described in the proposed zoning  
by-law amendment attached hereto at Exhibit A.  Or take any other action relative thereto. 
Commentary: This article would create an overlay district to our zoning By-Law for mobile food vendors. 
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TOWN OF WENHAM MOBILE FOOD VENDOR BY-LAW 
Section 1: Definitions 
Close Family Relative – a person’s spouse, child, father, or mother. 
Mobile Food Vendor - any person who travels from place to place upon public ways and dispenses food from a food truck, food cart, 
beverage/coffee truck/cart, canteen truck, catering truck, breakfast truck, lunch truck, lunch wagon or any other mobile food vehicle in a fixed 
location. This By-Law applies to mobile food vendors except as provided under Section 5. 
Mobile Food Vendor Overlay District – parcels identified by the Town of Wenham, through its Zoning By-Laws and/or Zoning Map, as 
locations where Mobile Food Vendors may operate as of right, subject to all provisions of this Mobile Food Vendor By-Law and all other 
applicable law. See Appendix 1, which identifies such Mobile Food Vendor Overlay District. 
Permit Granting Authority – The Select Board is the sole permitting authority of mobile food vendors in the Town of Wenham. 
Section 2. Policy 
The Town of Wenham, acting through its Select Board (the “Board”) may authorize Mobile Food   Vendors to operate in the Mobile Food 
Vendor Overlay District, at times deemed to be in the best interest of the Town. Permitted Mobile Food Vendors must comply with all 
applicable hawker and peddler and sanitation and food safety rules and regulations. 
Section 3. General Provisions Applicable to All Mobile Food Vendors 
3.1 Mobile Food Vendors shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Town of Wenham General By-Laws, and all local and state 
tax regulations, including but not limited to retail sales taxes applicable to food and beverages. 
3.2 Mobile Food Vendors shall not block drive entrances, exits, access to loading and/or service areas, or emergency access and fire 
lanes. Vendors must be positioned at least 20 feet away from fire hydrants, any fire department connection, driveway entrances, intersections, 
and handicapped parking spaces. 
3.3 Mobile Food Vendors may not operate as a drive-in/drive-up/drive-through operation. All service must be walk-up by customers. 
3.4 Trash and recycling receptacles shall be provided for customers and trash and recyclables shall be removed from the site daily. Permit 
holders shall make specific provisions for trash removal and ensure that the licensed area is kept clean, neat and sanitary at all times. Reliance 
on the use of municipal trash and recycling receptacles is not acceptable. 
3.5 If a Mobile Food Vendor is authorized to operate after dark, the vendor must consult with the Wenham Police Department to ensure 
that the amount of lighting is appropriate. 
3.6 No signage shall be allowed, other than signs permanently attached to the motor vehicle/cart and a portable menu sign no more than 
sixteen (16) square feet in display area on the ground in the customer waiting area. 
3.7 No Mobile Food Vendor shall set up tables, chairs, umbrellas or similar facilities unless specifically authorized by the Select Board. 
3.8 Mobile Food Vendor permits (MFV Permits) shall be issued for the period April 1st to November 30th (Seasonal Permit Period) 
unless extended by vote of the Select Board. MFV Permit holders may only operate at specifically approved locations at specifically approved 
times. 
3.9 Any person to whom a MFV Permit is issued under these regulations shall  ensure that order and decorum is always maintained in 
the licensed area and immediate vicinity and shall cooperate in every respect with Town officials. 
3.10 Mobile food vehicles shall be positioned in such a manner to protect customers from vehicular traffic. Any directive from a Police 
Officer in this regard shall be immediately followed. 
3.11 No Mobile Food Vendor shall permit a patron to bring into the permitted area any  alcoholic beverage for sale or consumption on 
the premises. 
3.12 Mobile Food Vendors shall only be permitted to operate within the Mobile Food Vendor Overlay District. 
Section 4. Application and Permitting Requirements 
Any Mobile Food Vendor wishing to operate in the Town of Wenham’s Mobile Food Vendor Overlay District must apply to the Select Board 
for a MFV Permit. Such MFV Permits shall be effective only for that year’s Seasonal Permit Period, unless the applicant seeks a MFV Permit 
for a shorter period.  
Except for the first year this By-Law is in effect, the application deadline for MFV Permits during that year’s Seasonal Permit Period is the first 
Monday of February; however, in its reasonable discretion the Select Board may accept MFV Permit applications after that date for proposed 
Mobile Food Vendor operations within that year’s Seasonal Permit Period. 
The MFV Permit application fee shall be $500, and is non-refundable. No other applicant fees shall be required for the issuance of the MFV 
Permit, should the Select Board so issue. 
Any proposed location for a Mobile Food Vendor use shall require a separate MFV Permit, and, accordingly, a separate application and 
separate $500 fee. 
The Select Board shall issue no more than three (3) MFV Permits for a given Seasonal Permit Period, and no more than two (2) MFV Permits 
to the same person, business entity, or business entity of which said person or a Close Family Relative is an owner, principal, officer, director, 
or employee. 
The Town Administrator’s Office shall coordinate the MFV Permit application process. 
The MFV Permit application must include a description or rendering of the intended location for operation. 
The application must include written authorization of the property owner (irrespective of whether the property is publicly or privately owned) 
for the intended location for the Mobile Food Vendor use to occur there, pursuant to the conditions and limitations set forth in this By-Law. 
MFV Permit holders shall provide evidence of comprehensive liability insurance in the amount of  at least $1 million (single claim) and listing 
the Town of Wenham as an additional named insured.  
The MFV Permit effective for that year’s Seasonal Permit Period must be prominently displayed at all times while in operation. 
Violation of any of the provisions of this By-Law  may result in the revocation of the MFV Permit, and any other permits  and licenses issued 
to the vendor to operate in the Town of Wenham over which the Select Board has jurisdiction. 
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In addition to the MFV Permit, all Mobile Food Vendors must obtain requisite licenses and/or permits for operation from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Town of Wenham Board of Health. 
Section 5. Exceptions (Mobile Food Vendor Permit not Required) 
5.1 With the exception of food safety, public safety, and hawker and peddler requirements, if applicable, this By-Law shall not apply to 
ice cream trucks which move from place to place, or to private functions held on private property where food or goods are not offered for sale 
to the general public. 
 
Recommendation of the Select Board: None required   
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: None required 
Recommendation of the Planning Board: 
Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 
 
Mr. Younger summarized Article 14.  
ARTICLE 14:    Increase Select Board From 3 to 5 Members 
To see if the Town of Wenham will vote to authorize the Select Board to submit to the General Court a special act providing for 
an increase in number of members of the Select Board, from 3 to 5, all as set forth below; provided, however that the General 
Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to such bill, unless the Select Board approves amendments to the bill 
prior to enactment by the General Court, and provided further that the Select Board is hereby authorized to approve 
amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition;  Or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
An Act Regarding the Select Board of the Town of Wenham 
SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, there shall be in the Town of Wenham 5-member select Board.  The 
Select Board shall serve as the chief executive officer and policymaking entity of the Town and have and exercise all the powers and duties 
vested in boards of selectmen pursuant.  Select Board members shall serve for 3-year terms with, as nearly as possible 1/3 of the members’ 
terms expiring each year. 
SECTION 2.  At the first annual Town election following not less than 64 days after the effective date of this section, 1 additional select board 
member shall be elected for a 3-year term and 1 additional select board member shall be elected to a 2-year term.  The terms of those members 
currently serving as members of the select board at the time of the acceptance shall be unchanged by adoption of this act.  Such officers shall 
appear on the ballot together, with such instructions as will aid the voter. 
SECTION 3.  This act shall be submitted to the voters of the Town of Wenham at the next annual or special Town election following not less 
than 35 days after the effective date of this act in the form of the following question; 
“Shall an act passed by the General Court entitled ‘An Act expanding the Select Board of the Town of Wenham be accepted?” 
Below the question shall appear a summary of the act prepared by Town counsel and approved by the select board.  If a majority of the votes 
cast to the question is in the affirmative, sections 1-3 of this shall affect in the Town of Wenham, but not otherwise. 
If the ballot question authorized by this section shall appear on the same ballot as do candidates for the additional select board member 
positions to be filled under section 2, and a majority of the votes cast on the question of whether to accept the act are in the affirmative, then 
the candidate receiving the highest number of votes of the three year term shall be declared to be elected and the candidate receiving the 
highest number of votes of the two year term shall be declared to be elected, respectively.  If a majority of votes on the question is in the 
negative, the ballot for candidates shall not be counted. 
SECTION 4.  This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Commentary: This article would have our legislators file legislation to increase the Select Board membership from 3 to 5 members. 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to recommend favorable action on Article 14: Increase Select Board From 3 to 5 
Members, as amended inserting language from the March 1, 2022 Select Board vote ‘ The Board voted 2-1-0 by roll call to 
require an election to decide whether to accept the increase (from 3 to 5) in the number of Select Board members. Following 
enactment, acceptance will be presented at one (next election), and the new positions will be elected at the (following) next 
election. 
Recommendation of the Select Board: 3-0-0 
Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: None required 
Vote needed: Simple Majority 
 
ARTICLE 15: Election of Officers  
To choose the following officers:  Board of Assessors, one position, three year term; Board of Health, one position, three year 
term; Select Board, one position, three year term; Hamilton Wenham Regional Library Trustee, one Wenham position, three year 
term; Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee, three positions, three year terms; Planning Board, one position, five year 
term; Water Commissioner, one position, three year term; Wenham Housing Authority, one position, five year term.  
 
Ms. Harrison stated the article to amend the Regional Agreement was removed from the warrant at the recommendation of Town 
Counsel who cited the language was not acceptable as written for Department of Elementary and Secondary Education approval.  
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to Confirm the decision to remove the Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee supported 
warrant article to amend the Regional Agreement from the 2022 ATM warrant.  
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• Vote to sign warrant - The Board voted unanimously by roll call to sign the 2022 Annual Town Meeting Warrant.  
 
• Update on Town Administrator search status and process decisions.  

Ø Town Administrator Candidate Timeline  
Mr. Younger reported the town received 23 responses to the Town Administrator job posting. He noted this is an average 
response for other communities. He went on to report that four applicants met the basic qualifications the board was looking for 
i.e., Town Administrator, Town Administrator Asst. or upper level Department Head.  
Mr. Younger suggested, with only four candidates, a Screening Committee was not necessary and may even delay the process and 
cause the loss of a preferred candidate and bypassing the Screening Committee may speed up the process to appoint a Town 
Administrator in April.  Mr. Younger’s recommendation included the candidates meeting Department Heads and the Select 
Board receiving feedback. 
The Board considered the options going forward, including that the Screening Committee would have been charged with 
recommending three to four candidates to the Select Board.   
Ms. Bucco liked the idea of candidates meeting the Department Heads but had wanted the public involved through the Screening 
Committee, but agreed this committee was no longer needed. She encouraged the public to watch the interviews and email 
questions and comments to the Board. 
Mr. Cheeseman agreed the Select Board moving ahead with the interviews and concurred the candidates meet Department 
Heads.  
Ms. Harrison added that not only did Mr. Younger save the Town time/money by acting in this capacity, he was able to look at 
the best candidates suited for Wenham.  
Mr. Younger recommended the interviews be scheduled all in one day to avoid giving anyone an advantage by watching the other 
interviews and preparing for the questions.  He said the finalist could be announced at the Select Board’s March 15 meeting.   
Mr. Younger will provide the four resumes to the Select Board members in preparation for action on March 15. 
 
Next Meetings:  
March 15; March 22 - Select Board meetings 
March 28 - Warrant Hearing at 7 pm  
April 2- ATM at 1 pm.  
 
Adjourn – The Committee voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at 7:57 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley  
3.9.22 
 


